December 2020 Newsletter
Easy Solar in Sierra
Leone and Liberia
by Patty Bruzek

“We are bringing reliable, high quality
energy to West Africa”
“Easy Solar enhances the lives of
people across West Africa by providing
access to solar energy solutions and other
transformative durable goods. We make
these affordable through a range of
flexible financing options, empowered by
pay-as-you-go technology, and accessible
through an extensive network of agents
and shops.” (This is from their website)
Easy Solar is working to bring
affordable solar to all parts of Sierra
Leone and Liberia. My experience with
them has been very smooth and seamless.
I saw something about them on Facebook
and
went
to
their
website
(www.easysolar.org) to see what my
options were (orders can be from one
light to refrigerators and TV’s). I was
hoping to purchase solar for two friends,
one in Bo Town and one in the village of
Gbaiima, just west of Bo. I was able to ask
questions through the website and got
responses quickly. I was concerned about
getting the solar delivered to the small
village 15 miles from Bo. Once I made the
purchase, they got in contact with each of
the recipients and made an appointment

to bring the materials and install the solar
and lights.
The friends who had solar installed are
very happy with it. They have lights, a
phone charger and a radio. The friend in
Bo had worked with Easy Solar previously
and was happy to get solar in his home.
The friend in the village had lived here in
the States for 25 years and she is thrilled
to have this.
The friend in Bo Town and has
electricity very sporadically. This is what
he said about Easy Solar: “When you have
continued page 5
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Projects Report
December 2020

by Jim Hanson, Committee Chair
As with all other things this year, the
pandemic has forced us to make some
changes in our projects funding. Early
this year, the FoSL Board of Directors
responded to a request for funding from
Street Child of Sierra Leone. A total of
$7000 was granted to that organization to
fund two programs, providing corona
virus awareness and prevention, handwashing stations, and food assistance.
Street Child was able to quickly
implement these programs using their
existing office and field staff, saving time
and lives.
Later in the year, we moved back to
our regular programming, funding three
new projects that will begin their work
during the upcoming dry season. A
covered well was funded for the Gary
Schulze Orphanage in the Kakama
Community, east of Bo. The $2896 grant
will enable the orphanage to have yearround potable water. The orphanage
serves some 25 children orphaned by
Ebola.
The Kagbanka Bana School in Mapaki,
Bomboli District, received $2988 to build
a three-room primary school, which
serves several surrounding villages.
Another school, this one a junior
secondary school in Maharibo, near
Kamakwie, Karene District, will use its
$2000 grant to add two classrooms. The
Kasankarie Farmers Association started
the drive for a local junior secondary
school after seeing a large number of
drop-outs in students sent to Kamakwie,
where they struggled to find adequate
food and housing.
With the school year restarting in
Sierra Leone in early October, the Paul
School for the Blind in Bo received $250
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from the Daphne Sawyer-Dunn Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Needy students at the
school are aided in expenses and
transportation from this annual donation.
Our committee is currently evaluating
9 applications received by our October
deadline. The Board of Directors will
make those funding decisions at their
December meeting.
Thank you to all of our 2020 donors.
And, the good news is, there is still time
to give. We will put your money to work in
Sierra Leone ASAP. The need will be even
greater after this challenging year. Aided
by you, our loyal members, we will be
there to help. Happy New Year!
Past projects are listed at:
https://fosalone.org/projFunded.php

The CARES Act
and Charitable Giving

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act—or CARES
Act—signed into law in March 2020
includes a provision of particular interest
to individuals who may be considering
charitable donations in tax year 2020.
Taxpayers who use the Standard
Deduction can take a new "above the line"
deduction from taxable income for
monetary gifts to public charities of up to
$300 per taxpayer ($600 for a married
couple filing jointly). Discuss this with
your tax advisor to determine its
applicability to your individual tax
situation. To make a charitable donation
to Friends of Sierra Leone, click
on https://www.fosalone.org/donate.php.
A big thank you to Michael Thomas, FoSL
board member, for informing everyone about
this tax credit.
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Announcements

For those who are looking for friends you’ve lost
contact with or who have an announcement
others may be interested in, this is your place to
post it. Please send your request to Peggy at
info@fosalone.org. Announcements regarding
marriages, births, new jobs, deaths, or any other
item of interest are welcome. Keep in mind
newsletters usually come out twice a year.

Looking for
Karen Miller is looking for Diane
Fuqua Richards originally from
California and Georgia. She was a
secondary education volunteer from
1965 to 1967 at Methodist Boys’ in
Freetown. She is also looking for Kay
Hester originally from Colorado. Kay
was a primary education volunteer in
Segbwema. If you have information for
either of these, please let Peggy know at
info@foslone.org and she will provide
Karen’s contact information. Thank you.
Carrol Long is looking for a friend
named Mark Jacobs who was in the
same Peace Corp group from 1969 to
1971. He was stationed in northern
Sierra Leone. If you have contact
information for Mark, send it to Peggy
and she will pass it along.

In remembrance
Pauline Sakai, secondary education
from 1965 to 1967, has passed away.
She was originally from Hawaii. She
taught at a girls’ school in a village just
outside
Segbwema.
Information
provided by Karen Miller.
Ambassador Tom Hull shared the
following: I saw an obituary in a local
paper for Nathaniel Lindgren, age 79,
that states in part: “Upon graduation
[from St. Olaf’s College] he entered the
Peace Corps and was among the first
groups sent abroad, to Sierra Leone.
Nate considered this experience a
highlight of his life, where he developed

a deep respect for Africa and its people.
From there he earned a PhD from the
University of California at Berkeley,
which he used to return to Africa to
teach physics at the University of
Malawi.” He subsequently became a
leading physicist at the MIT Lincoln
Laboratory until he retired in 2014. He
died last February, but oddly the obit
only appeared today.

On a much happier note
This is Michael and Mariam
Bertapelle. We recently gave birth to a
healthy baby girl. Michael was working
with Peace Corps in Sierra Leone. We're
currently living in Michigan and raising
our baby with support from family and
friends.

Free to a good home
"Family Across the Sea" on VHS
videocassette. If you would like to have
it, email ThomasMD64@gmail.com.
Thank you to all who shared information.

NPCA 60th Update

As you can imagine, everything
remains somewhat uncertain as to
whether the NPCA will be able to come
together in person. That being said, plans
for the 60th anniversary conference call
for it to be Thursday through Saturday,
July 29 - 31 on the campus of Howard
University in DC. If that holds and they
are able to hold an in-person event, it's
expected there will be some virtual
components as well.

New Email List Server

We expect that Yahoo will soon
discontinue our current email list server.
Please update your addressbook by
replacing the old address with
fosl_mbr@googlegroups.com. Not on our
email list? Subscribe at
https://fosalone.org/listserv.php
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Walter Carrington 1930 - 2020
Former Peace Corps Country Director and US
Ambassador to Nigeria
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Walter Carrington had an exceptional life dedicated
to civil rights, democracy, and human rights in
America and in Africa. He was a wonderful friend
and human being who benefited every person and
every place that he touched, including Sierra Leone.
As the current Assistant Secretary of State for Africa
Tibor Nagy wrote on his passing, “I have never
known anyone to represent America – most especially
the America which should be – better than Walter.”

Solar - continued from page 1

paid for the package, it is their
responsibility to send the technician to
come and set it up in the house free of
cost. And for a year or two they will take
care of any fault. You just call on them at
336, free of cost and they will come to
help.”
RPCV Eric Silverman works on Sales
and Operation for Easy Solar. They have
over 600 employees in both Sierra Leone
and Liberia.
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In the Time of Covid
by Peggy Murrah
FoSL President

I’m not even sure where to start when
summing up the past year. It is the year
that never happened and the year that
everything happened all at once. We had
to cancel our annual meeting and still
haven’t set one for next year because no
one knows what will happen. The Peace
Corps is turning 60 and we want to know
plans for that celebration before we make
our own. We all sit waiting for change
from this quiet chaos.
Not so quiet was the ensuing turmoil
around the election. And, while we don’t
get involved in politics, it is impossible
not to have this one impact everyone. It
just makes the whole country’s
atmosphere even more difficult. It will be
over soon. And a vaccine for Covid is just
around the corner. We can do this.

work due to Covid, we are confident that
it will soon begin to take form.
As always we are in need of donations
to continue our work. As always we are
one of the few organizations working in
Sierra Leone that does not take a
percentage of donations to pay salaries.
The only salaries ever paid are when
skilled workmen are required to complete
a project and those are figured into the
budget by the recipients.
You may donate via the link on our
website, www.fosalone.org. You can also
mail a donation to us. If you choose to
mail a check, please know that it may not
clear immediately. If you prefer, you can
contact Peggy or Mark Hager, our
treasurer, for a direct mailing to either
one. Contact can be made via the website.
We are wishing all of our members and
friends a restful, safe holiday season.

While we did put off funding projects
last spring due to Covid, we are back in
that business now. Reports we saw and
heard all agreed that, at least so far,
Sierra Leone has not had nearly the Covid
cases that we figured they would. The
projects’ committee is hard at work
vetting the current applications so that
we can formalize our selections and get
the funds to the selected projects.
We are also involved in a bigger project
than our usual small grants. A very
generous couple has given us a large
grant to build a youth center that will
provide young people a place to study and
play. The donors want a sports component
as well as the educational part. The idea
came about when they were traveling in
the Bo area to attend the primary school
opening in Kenema Blango. They saw a
large group of young men sprawled about
the sidewalk in Bo utilizing the lights from
a diamond merchant’s shop. From that
experience was born the idea of a youth
center. While we had to delay starting the
Page 6

Friends of Sierra Leone - Newsletter - December 2020

Check the date on your mailing label. Is it time to
renew? If there is no date, or if the date is some time in
the past, it's time to renew! Fill out and mail the form
below with your check.
Or renew through our website:
http://fosalone.org/mbrs.php
FRIENDS OF SIERRA LEONE MEMBERSHIP FORM

FoSL needs your
participation. Circle
your areas of
interest:

Name (include maiden)
Address
City

State

Home Phone

Email

Day Phone

Occupation

Advocacy

Zip

Education
Membership
Newsletter/
Communications

Relationship to SL (e.g., Sierra Leonean, PC, etc.)
Sierra Leone Home

Years

to

Projects

Membership: $25 per Individual

$

Events

Donation to Projects:
FoSL Circle
$1000 and up
Supporter
$500 to $999
Sponsor
$100 to $499
Friend
$50  $99

$

Overseas Mail (add $10)

$

Would you be willing to
be part of a network to
receive information
and contact your
members of Congress
at important times?
(Please include your
email address.)

Yes

Total Remitted

$

Membership dues support operations for Friends of Sierra Leone,
including meetings, newsletters, and the website. All other donations
support FoSL projects in Sierra Leone.
Dues and other contributions to Friends of Sierra Leone are fully tax
deductible.
Thank you for your support! Please return this form with your check
made payable to Friends of Sierra Leone to the address at the right.
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PO Box 15875
Washington, DC
200030875
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Friends of Sierra Leone
P. O. Box 15875
Washington, DC 20003-0875
Web: fosalone.org

Address Service Requested

Board Officers

Committee Chairs
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President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Public Affairs
Public Affairs

Peggy Murrah (Social Circle, Georgia)
Aiah Fanday (Upper Marlboro, Maryland)
Patty Bruzek (Lombard, Illinois)
Mark Hager (Phoenix, Arizona)
Amadu Massally (Sachse, Texas)
Jim Sheahan (Atlanta, Georgia)

At
At
At
At
At
At
At
At

Peter Andersen (Elk River, Minnesota)
Mohammed Barrie (Boston, Massachusetts)
Judy Figi (Janesville, Wisconsin)
Tom Hull (Grantham, New Hampshire)
Michael Lee (Tinton Falls, New Jersey)
Anthony McMillon (Fort Washington, Maryland)
Gary Schulze (New York, New York)
Michael D Thomas (Arlington, Virginia)

Large
Large
Large
Large
Large
Large
Large
Large

Advocacy
Annual Meeting

Judy Figi (Janesville, Wisconsin)
Etta Toure (Fairfax, Virginia)

Education
Fundraising
Membership
Projects
Web Site

Kalyca Thomas (Orlando, Florida)
Patty Bruzek (Lombard, Illinois)
Hannah Benga (Rhinebeck, New York)
Jim Hanson (Social Circle, Georgia)
Jamie Brown (Kaneohe, Hawaii)
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