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April 2024 Newsletter

Upcoming Barnes Talk
Join us on Sunday, May 19th at 7pm ET 

via Zoom for a special talk with SL1 RPCV 
and writer, Gregory Barnes, as he 
discusses his new book, The Peace Corps: 
Early Days. Barnes was in the first group 
of Peace Corps Volunteers in Sierra Leone 
in the early 1960s, serving alongside our 
FOSL Board Member Gary Schulze. 
Immediately following his Peace Corps 
service, Barnes worked for Peace Corps at 
the Washington DC headquarters for a few 
months. He also served as the Peace 
Corps associate representative in 
Northern Nigeria. Along the way, he 
published several short stories about West 

Judy Figi Scholarship
by Peter Andersen

In December, 2022, FoSL lost one of its 
most dedicated members, Judy (Lamm) 
Figi, of Janesville, Wisconsin.  Judy was a 
talented musician and music educator, and 
as a Peace Corps Volunteer in the mid-
1960’s, taught music at the Harford 
School for Girls in Moyamba.  She 
remained active with Sierra Leone all of 
her life.  On the FoSL Board, she served 
as our Advocacy Chair.

  In 2023, the FoSL Board considered 
ways in which Judy’s memory might be 
honored, and her legacy preserved.  Since 
Judy had a past relationship with the 
Ballanta Academy of Music and 
Performing Arts in Freetown, it was 
decided to offer a scholarship to a 
deserving student at the academy.  A 
friend of FoSL donated the $500 to fund a 
full scholarship 
for one year in 
Judy’s memory. 
The Ballanta 
Academy 
selected Sylvia 
Adjarou for this 
honor.  Sylvia is 
a 24-year-old 
student who 
aspires to 
perfect her 

continued page 2 continued page 2
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Africa, including A Wind of Change. 
Barnes earned his Ph.D. at the University 
of Wisconsin and taught at Drexel 
University in Philadelphia. More recently, 
Barnes became a Quaker and most of his 
writing now is regarding Quaker matters. 
To learn more about Gregory Barnes prior 
to the talk, visit his website at 
www.gregoryabarnes.com or 
find him on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/gregoryallenbarnes

This event will be on Zoom and you will 
need to pre-register at (click here).

Membership Report
Hannah Benga, Membership 

Chair
The Membership Committee is pleased 

to announce that FoSL currently has 181 
active members. Thanks to your steadfast 
support, we've successfully supported a 
variety of impactful development projects 
in Sierra Leone. Your continued 
engagement is crucial to our ongoing 
success, and we're truly grateful for your 
dedication to FoSL's mission.

In our commitment to expanding our 
membership, we've recently crafted a new 
outreach letter to share with our networks 
and Peace Corps Volunteers who will soon 
complete their service. We believe 
extending this invitation to join will help 
broaden our reach and amplify our 
impact. Becoming an active member of 
FoSL provides an excellent opportunity to 
stay connected and make a tangible 
difference!

If your membership has lapsed, we 
kindly encourage you to renew 
conveniently online or by mail at 
fosalone.org. Your renewed support will 
help us further our efforts and make a 
lasting impact in Sierra Leone.

Barnes Talk, continued from page 1

singing skills and to delve into the world 
of Gospel music.  Although she has no 
instrumental experience as yet, she is 
determined to master at least one musical 
instrument.  With a strong work ethic, 
bilingual proficiency in French and 
English, and a commitment to learning, 
Sylvia embodies dedication and 
adaptability in pursuit of her musical 
passions.

  On February 27, I presented, on 
behalf of the FoSL Board, two memorial 
plaques at Ballanta, in honor of Judy, and 
the other representing the Frank 
Scholarships, in memory of the brother of 
an anonymous donor.  The Frank 
Scholarships establish $250 scholarships 
for 24 students over the next five years.  I 
had travelled to Freetown for the RSCSL 
Legacy Conference, and this was our 
earliest opportunity to present the 
plaques.  I also have a relationship with 
Ballanta going back to 2003.

Figi Scholarship, continued from page 1

continued page 6 - Judy Figi Scholarship

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcqc--vqDwuE9UPrqQs0MAfqkquYoGmnA3H
https://www.gregoryabarnes.com
https://www.facebook.com/gregoryallenbarnes
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2024  Annual Meeting
We are super excited to host our 2024 

Friends of Sierra Leone Annual Meeting in 
Washington, DC at the Sierra Leonean 
Embassy!

The Annual Meeting consists of 
multiple events and outings over four 
days, starting on Thursday, July 25th 
through Sunday, July 28th. Our guest 
speakers and business meeting will be on 
Friday, July 26th and Saturday, July 27th. 
Please take a couple minutes to complete 
the registration form to let us know which 
events you plan on attending for planning 
purposes.

Some of the amazing speakers we have 
on Friday and Saturday include the Sierra 
Leonean Ambassador Sidique Abou-
Bakarr Wai, the United States Ambassador 
to Sierra Leone Brian Hunt, the Acting 
Peace Corps Sierra Leone Director Setou 
Karama, the Peace Corps Desk Officer for 
Sierra Leone Hannah Amado, former 
National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) 
President Glenn Blumhorst, and owner of 
VisitSierraLeone.org, Bimbola Carrol.

We will also go on tours of the National 
Museum of African American History and 
National Museum of African Art. There 
will be lots of West African food to eat, 
including delicious chop at the following 
restaurants: Bukom Cafe, Sweet Sweet 

Kitchen and Swahili Village.

Please submit one Google Form per 
participant.

The FOSL Annual Meeting is open to 
everyone! The registration fee is $25; 
however, it is free for all active FOSL 
members! After completing this 
registration form, there will be a link to 
pay your registration fee or to join Friends 
of Sierra Leone, which is $25. We will also 
accept in-person payments of $25 at the 
Annual Meeting, if that is more convenient 
for you.

We are excited to see you in July in 
Washington, DC! Book your Airbnb or 
hotel stay now!

If you have any questions, please reach 
out to our FOSL President Michael Lee at 
info@fosalone.org

Here is the link to register for the 2024 
FOSL Annual Meeting in DC, if you plan 
on attending in-person or virtually via 
Zoom: (Register) 

Additionally, here is the link to the 
register for Zoom if you plan on attending 
virtually via Zoom: (click here)  

https://fosalone.org/donate/
https://forms.gle/niTtypti7yn3xTsR7
mailto:info@fosalone.org
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEtfu6hpzwoH9aVFxTYN6cQLzqectcsakMB
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received $2060 to replace old and broken 
classroom furniture.

In January, FoSL donated $3000 to help 
fund a midwife training workshop in Bo, at 
Njala University.  A total of 94 midwives, 
nurses, and community health officers 
from Bo Government Hospital and area 
health clinics were trained in new mother 
health and safety, managing difficult 
births, and essential newborn care.FoSL 
was happy to join with several other NGOs 
to fund this important and much-needed 
work.

Lastly, a school field trip was funded 
for $845 to allow 50 students and 9 
teachers from St. Peter’s Junior Secondary 
School in Bauya, Moyamba District, to 
visit the National Railway Museum in 
Freetown.  Bauya has an old railway 
station, and the project will educate these 
students in the history of rail travel in 
Sierra Leone, and help thembuild the 
skills to maintain the heritage site in their 
own village.  Most of these students have 
never traveled outside their district, so 
this trip will be a real educational 
experience for them.  

I would like to thank our committee 
members for their work and dedication to 
our small projects program. They are all 
volunteers, not high-paid staff on expense 
accounts. And, we are very grateful to 
you, our loyal donors,  for your continued 
support.  FoSL currently has over $34,000 
in the projects fund, so we will be able to 
help many more small communitieswith 
projects that get overlooked by larger 
organizations.  Thank you for your help in 
fostering hope and community leadership 
in villages all over Salone.

Projects  April 2023
Jim Hanson, Committee Chair
Small projects funding has been 

moving along smoothly this year since 
changing to a monthly approval process, 
rather than the old twice a year model 
previously used.  FoSL has funded six 
projects so far, and the workload on our 
committee has greatly eased.

The needs of schools throughout the 
country continues to lead all other 
application categories.  Three schools 
have received grants to add classrooms.  A 
primary school in Shenge, a costal village 
in Moyamba District, was funded in 

memory of our long-time Board member, 
Judy Figi.  Judy also served on the Board 
of the Magic Penny, an NGO that has been 
supporting the Shenge school for many 
years.  At the time of her passing, friends 
and family donated about $4000 for a 
special project in her honor.  FoSL decided 
that the Shenge school project was a 
perfect fit for her memorial, and matched 
those donations with another $4000.  The 
Magic Penny is now overseeing the 
construction of  threeclassrooms to meet 
the ever-growing enrollment at the school.

The two other school construction 
projects received $3000 each; one in 
Kumala, in Koinadugu District, for the 
completion of a 3-classroom expansion of 
its junior and senior secondary school, 
and the other in Modema, located in 
Kenema District.  They are adding a new 
classroom to replacea makeshift structure 
that was built after a storm damaged the 
old school.  Another school, the Taiama 
Secondary School, in Moyamba District, 
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FoSL Speaker - Madieu 
Williams

by Peter Anderson
FOSL’s speaker for February, by Zoom, 

was Madieu Williams, a former NFL safety 
and the proprietor of the Abigail Butscher 
Primary School in Calaba Town, east of 
Freetown. 

Madieu is from Foulah Town, a less-
than-affluent suburb of Freetown, but 
moved from Sierra Leone to Maryland at 
the age of age eight. He started playing 
high school football as a junior, started as 
a senior, and went on to star as a safety 
for his alma mater, the University of 
Maryland. In 2004 he was selected in the 
second round of the NFL draft by the 
Cincinnati Bengals, and during his nine-
year professional football career he also 
played for Minnesota, San Francisco and 
Washington. In 2011, while with the 
Minnesota Vikings, he was named the 
Walter Payton Man of the Year in 
recognition of his commitment to 
philanthropy, his impact in the community, 
and his excellence on the football field. It 
was one of the few positives for the 
Vikings that year.

In an undated interview which Madieu 
played prior his presentation, Madieu 
noted that he had interests off the field. 
The major interest was the school in 
Calaba Town, named after his late mother 
Abigail Butscher. 

The original building consisted of four 
classrooms, an administrative office, a 
storage room, three toilets, and a water 

well which dries up after the rainy season. 
The school opened with 85 students. The 
school has since expanded and today 
serves around 300 students, with a 
secondary school under construction 
which should be ready by the 2024-25 
school year. The majority of the students 
are female, a conscious decision based on 
his mother’s dedication to the education 
of women and girls.

Madieu said he had not intended to 
remain involved with the school after it 
was built, thinking it would be “one and 
done,” but, he said, things didn’t turn out 
that way. He remains active as proprietor, 
although he defers to the headmaster and 
the teachers for decisions regarding the 
school. As proprietor he has forged 
numerous partnerships that have allowed 
the school to expand and to thrive. These 
include especially two colleges of the 
University of Maryland, the first being the 
A. James Clark School of Engineering, 
which in 2014 designed a second set of 
classrooms, installed solar panels, 
designed and built a catchment system to 
provide, sterilize and store water for use 
in the dry season, and built a hands-free 
hand washing station; the second being 
the University of Maryland School of 
Public Health, which helped with post-
Ebola recovery efforts at the school and in 
the community. Their contributions, he 
noted, were “woven into the story of the 
school.” 

Madieu said the school had become a 
pillar of the community, and that local 
people had helped to build the second 

continued page 6
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Advocacy Committee
by Marco Cavallaro

FoSL’s Advocacy committee has been 
re-established and being co-chaired by Jim 
Sheehan and Marco Cavallaro. So far in 
2024 the committee has engaged our 
members around several NPCA campaigns 
including tuberculosis awareness and 
support for the Peace Corps budget. The 
committee has also gained input from 
various stakeholders around top Sierra 
Leonian opportunities to potentially focus 
on including health, education and 
employment. Please be on the lookout for 
opportunities to participate in making 
your voice heard, and email 
marco@fosalone.org if you are interested 
in participating in our monthly advocacy 
committee meetings.

building. He credited the teachers and the 
community support for the high 
standards, as evidenced by a 99% pass 
rate in the nationwide WAEC exams, 
indicating that they should do well in the 
future. He said he was committed to 
assisting those who failed the exam. In 
2022, one child who failed the exam 
needed glasses, and had been unaware of 
that fact. Members of the community also 
volunteered their labor to help build the 
school, while those who were unable to do 
this work cooked for those at the site.

In the video, Madieu said he did not 
want to be defined by football. In Calaba 
Town at least, in Sierra Leone, and 
increasingly in the United States, he has 
succeeded.

Madieu - continued from page 5

Ballanta’s long-time principal, Kitty 
Fadlu-Deen, was (and is still) trying for the 
third time to retire, and so I met with the 
interim principal, Lovelace Love-Harding, 
who reminded me that he played second 
trumpet in a brass ensemble that I 
coached more than 15 years ago. Lovelace 
arranged for most of the scholarship 
recipients to be present, and on a dimly-lit 
stage on the ground floor I formally 
handed over the plaques. He also had me 
hand each student a letter offering them a 
scholarship. I was unaware that in the 
even more dimly lit bleachers there was a 
journalist from the Awoko newspaper, and 
so FOSL and the scholarships were 
reported in Sierra Leone’s largest 
newspaper.

Judy Figi Scholarship - continued from page 2

mailto:marco@fosalone.org
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Check the date on your mailing label or subject line.  Is it 
time to renew?  If there is no date, or if the date is some 
time in the past, it's time to renew!  Fill out and mail the 

form below with your check.  
Or renew through our website: 
https://fosalone.org/mbrship/

FoSL needs your 
participation.  Circle 

your areas of 
interest:

Advocacy

Education

Membership

Newsletter/
Communications

Projects

Events

Would you be willing to 

be part of a network to 

receive information and 

contact your members 

of Congress at 

important times?  

(Please include your 

email address.)

Yes

PO Box 15875
Washington, DC

200030875

FRIENDS OF SIERRA LEONE MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name (include maiden)

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Email

Day Phone Occupation

Relationship to SL (e.g., Sierra Leonean, PC, etc.)

Sierra Leone Home Years to

Membership: $25 per Individual $

Donation to Projects: $
  FoSL Circle $1000 and up
  Supporter $500 to $999
  Sponsor $100 to $499
  Friend $50  $99

Overseas Mail (add $10) $

Total Remitted $

Membership dues support operations for Friends of Sierra Leone, 
including meetings, newsletters, and the website.  All other donations 

support FoSL projects in Sierra Leone.

Dues and other contributions to Friends of Sierra Leone are fully tax
deductible.

Thank you for your support!  Please return this form with your check made 
payable to Friends of Sierra Leone to the address at the right.

https://fosalone.org/mbrship/
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Address Service Requested

Friends of Sierra Leone
P. O. Box 15875
Washington, DC 20003-0875

Web: fosalone.org

Board Officers President Michael Lee  (Old Bridge, New Jersey)
Vice President Aiah Fanday (Upper Marlboro, Maryland)
Secretary Patty Bruzek (Lombard, Illinois)
Treasurer Mark Hager (Houston, Texas)
Public Affairs Amadu Massally (Sachse, Texas)
Public Affairs Jim Sheahan (Atlanta, Georgia)
At Large Michael D Thomas (Arlington, Virginia)
At Large Tom Hull (Grantham, New Hampshire)
At Large Anthony McMillon (Fort Washington, Maryland)
At Large Peter Andersen (Elk River, Minnesota)
At Large Peggy Murrah (Social Circle, Georgia)
At Large Mohammed Barrie (Boston, Massachusetts)
At Large Gary Schulze (New York, New York)
At Large Brother Joseph Yakuba Fofanah (Lanham, Maryland)
At Large Scott Leaman (Grass Valley, California)
At Large Marco Cavallaro (Santa Clarita, California)

Committee Chairs Advocacy Jim Sheahan (Atlanta, Georgia)
Marco Cavallaro (Santa Clarita, California)

Annual Meeting Michael Lee  (Old Bridge, New Jersey)
Aiah Fanday (Upper Marlboro, Maryland)

Education Piper O'Keefe (Washington, DC)
Scott Leaman (Grass Valley, California)

Fundraising Michael Lee  (Old Bridge, New Jersey)
Membership Hannah Benga (Sarasota, Florida)
Projects Jim Hanson (Social Circle, Georgia)
Web Site Jamie Brown (Kaneohe, Hawaii)


